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tions as well as the needs of the people. In the case of some provinces
the Directors of Agriculture have collected necessary data showing how far
they can be made self-contained and to what extent they must still rely
on outside sources.

In May, 1942, assurance was given by the Government of India on
the recommendation of the Food Production Conference, that if necessary
they would buy such quantities of foodstuffs in the open market, whether
in British India or Indian States, as were calculated to prevent a serious
fall in prices due to transport difficulties causing temporary surpluses in
certain centres.

The ' Grow More Food' campaign recently launched by the
Government is said to have resulted in an additional outturn of
750,000 tons of foodstuffs. The cost of the campaign in 1945-6 wTas
Rs. 2 crores in loans and Rs. 1-7 crores in grants. As part of the
campaign 7,000 tube wells are being sunk and more than 3,000 tanks
and 4,000 other minor irrigation works, are under construction.1
All-India plans and policies in respect of education, agriculture, food,
roads, railways and aviation have been announced. Special bodies like
the Central Technical Power Board, and the Central Waterways, Irriga-
tion and Navigation Commission have been set up to deal with important
aspects of development. The total expenditure proposed on interim
plans calculated to mitigate the effects of deflation and unemployment
is of Rs. 75 crores. The work of co-ordinating individual provincial
schemes in accordance with all-India targets and objectives is to be
undertaken by the Government of India in co-operation with the
provincial Governments.2

L Written  in  March   1946.
s At the moment of writing (October 1946) the country is face to face with the
gravest food crisis in her history. The food shortage that is in sight is of the order
of six million tons and in some parts so acute as to compel the Government to take over
the" responsibility of feeding the population. A variety of factors have contributed to
bring about this crisis such as the damage caused "by the cyclone in October 1945 to
some of the best rice-growing lands in the country, the complete failure of the north-
east monsoon in Southern India and failure of the winter rains in the wheat-lands
of the north. The world shortage of foodgrains is such that we cannot expect imports
alone to cover our total deficit. Nevertheless, a delegation was sent recently to seek as
much relief as possible from the Combined Food Board at Washington. Since the main
reliance must be placed on internal resources every conceivable step must be taken
for increasing food-production, using the strictest economy in ifs use and properly
regulating its distribution. The Government have already reduced the cereal ration to
12 ounces and are contemplating the extension of the rationed area and the tightening
up of the procurement and distribution machinery. The Government are inviting the co-
operation of all and sundry, and the partial solution of the political tangle result-
ing in the establishment of popular governments in the provinces as well as at the
centre has increased the chances of success in meeting the food crisis.